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would be justified when inhumanity is practised, or food issued
which offends one's religious sense or which is unfit for human
consumption. It should be rejected when it is offered in an
insulting manner. In other words it should be rejected when ac-
ceptance would prove us to be slaves of hunger.

AT LAST

Mr. Sengupta the leader of Chittagong and the soul of the
Assam-Bengal Railway strike movement has at last got his imprison-
ment with eighteen others. It is not a long spell. He and his com-
panions have got only three months' rigorous imprisonment. Mrs.
Sengupta writing about her husband says he was quite happy over the
prospect of being sentenced. I was told whilst in Chittagong that its
citizens had nearly attained swaraj. "Nearly" is an elusive word.
It may be next to completion or it may be farthest away from it,
and yet "nearly" may be used for either state. But if the people of
Chittagong want to attain swaraj completely they must spin and
weave all their cloth in their own homes and offer no tempta-
tion to dealers in foreign cloth. Its courts must be deserted and
the Government schools must be empty. In that case the citizens
may not even need civil disobedience. But they may not have
that measure of strength or unanimity. Still if the majority desire
swaraj, it cannot be stopped by the minority. The majority however
in order to establish its authority must go through the fire of suff-
ering, by means of civil disobedience.

WHY SUFFER?

Let there be no mistake about the meaning of these imprison-
ments. They are not courted with the object of embarrassing the
Government, though as a matter of fact they do. They are courted
for the sake of discipline and suffering. They are courted because
we consider it to be wrong to be free under a Government we hold
to be wholly bad. No stone should be left unturned by us to
make the Government realize that we are in no way amenable
to its control. And no government has yet tolerated such open
defiance however respectful it may be. It might safely therefore be
said that if we are yet outside the prison walls, the cause lies as
much with us as with the Government. We are moving cautiously
in our corporate capacity. We are still voluntarily obeying many
of its laws. There was, for instance, nothing to prevent me from
disregarding the Madras Government's order and courting arrest,1

Vide "Notes", 29-9-1921, under the sub-title "Afflicted Madras".